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speculate whether Brahman the Absolute
has more of Sat, Chit and Ananda or not,
after manifestation is complete. Be that
as it may, the mystics know this truth,
that the Ascending God takes with Him
what the universe has to give.

It is this fact of the going forth and of
the return of the Life-streams which is
the basis of that much misunderstood
doctrine of the Atonement. In its crude
presentation, the Atonement is the substi-
tution of an " escape-goat" or scapegoat,
on whom are placed the sins of the culprit;

a deity who must be appeased accepts the
goat as a substitute for the culprit. But
the real truth underlying the Atonement
of the Christ, " who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven," and
<( was made flesh," is that He atones man-
kind with God in a way that none but a
Christ can. That great soul who becomes
a Christ is the high priest of Humanity,
because the Life-streams, which go forth
through all souls, return to their source
not only through them, but also in some
mysterious way through Him. A Christ